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This report is «he international preliminary examination report, «»blishedby -this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

This REPORT consists of a total of _3 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of J 

Administrative Instructions! # 
I—l sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment ^that goes 
□ feytnd me discfosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. 1 and the 

Supplemental Box. 

b □ (sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carriers)) 
' contaming a sequence listmg and/or tables related mereto.m computer 

readable form only, as indicated in th e Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Secti on 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). — ~ " 
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Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
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Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



(N O. X w r 

otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on a translation from the original language into the following language . 

L - whichTs the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 
P] publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ internationalpreliminaryexamu 1 ation(underRules55.2and/or55.3) 

* * -.s>vs>A tr\ thic rennrt): 



arc no/ annexed to this report). 
Q the international application as originally filed/furnished 

the description: 

pages 1-10 

pages* 

pages* 



as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 
pages 



as originally filed/furnished 



pages* 
pages* 



12-14 



as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
received by this Authority on 1 4 .3-2005 



received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 



pages 



as originally filed/furnished 



□ 
□ 



pages* . — 

a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages 
the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs 
the sequence listing (specify) 



[~| any tables) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



□ 



70.2(c)). 



□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 
□ 



the description, pages 
the claims, Nos. 



the drawings, sheets/figs _ 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any tables) related to the sequence listing (specify): 



If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-14 



1-14 



Claims 1-14 
Claims 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Amended claims 1-14 were filed on 14 March 2005. 

Document considered as being of particular relevance: 
Dl US 4252775 

The invention reveals a method for recovery of zinc in which 
zinc calcine and zinc sulphide concentrate are leached in 
three stages, and in which the sulphuric acid content of the 
stages rises in accordance with the direction m which the 
solids are moving. The solids and the solution formed in the 
leaching stages are directed throughout the process counter- 
currently in relation to each other. This decreases the demand 
for neutralisation and also the need for a multi-stage 
process . 

Dl (e.g. claim 1) discloses a process for treating residues 
from a primary leaching of ferriferous zinc ores by sulphuric 
acid. It involves counter -current leaching in three stages. 
However, the method of the invention differs from Dl in that 
it involves a zinc sulphide concentrate as a starting 
material. Further, iron is precipitated in the second leaching 
stage. Consequently, the method according to claims 1-14 is 
novel . 

in obtaining a 



The stated differences imply improvements 

zinc-containing materials . 

involve an 



simpler process for leaching 

the invention is considered to 



Sven^vfst'ep ~and the criteria of industrial 

applicability. 
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